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NextGen 
Board of Directors 

FY 2021 – 2022 
July 1, 2021 – June 30, 2022 

Name Representing 

Steve Wellman 

Karla Bahm 
(Designee) 

Director 
Nebraska Department of Agriculture 

Beginning Farmer Program Administrator 
Nebraska Department of Agriculture 

Tony Fulton 

Lydia Brasch 
(Designee) 

Tax Commissioner 
Nebraska Department of Revenue 

Research Division 
Nebraska Department of Revenue 

Brad Lubben Agriculture Academic 
Extension Agricultural Economist 
University of Nebraska - Lincoln 

Wade Thornburg Agricultural Lender 

Dave Nielsen Producer, District 1 

John Walvoord Producer, District 2 

Britt Anderson Producer, District 3 

Staff Members 

Joline Gordon Administrative Technician 
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NextGen 
Board Meeting Dates 

and 
Attendees 

FY 2021 – 2022 
July 1, 2021 – June 30, 2022 

Meeting Date Members Attending Guests Attending Staff Attending 

August 18, 2021 Britt Anderson 
Karla Bahm 
Lydia Brasch 
Brad Lubben 
Dave Nielsen 
Wade Thornburg 
John Walvoord 

Cicely Batie, Assistant 
Director, Nebraska 
Department of 
Agriculture 

Joline Gordon 

December 2, 2021 Britt Anderson 
Karla Bahm 
Lydia Brasch 
Brad Lubben 
Dave Nielsen 
John Walvoord 

Kris Bousquet, Nebraska 
State Dairy 
Association and 
AFAN 

Andrew Dunkley, 
Nebraska Farm 
Bureau 

Bruce Rieker, Nebraska 
Farm Bureau 

Joline Gordon 

January 6, 2022 Karla Bahm 
Lydia Brasch 
Brad Lubben 
Dave Nielsen 
WadeThornburg 
John Walvoord 

Joline Gordon 
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NextGen 
Administrative Notes 

FY 2021 – 2022 
July 1, 2021 – June 30, 2022 

The Beginning Farmer Tax Credit Act was enacted into law in August of 1999.  The intent of the 
Act is to help beginning farmers and ranchers gain access to agricultural assets by providing an 
incentive to a landlord who will enter into a three-year lease with a beginning farmer.  The 
incentive is a refundable Nebraska income tax credit. This program has become a good tool for 
the beginning farmer to use while trying to gain access to agricultural assets.  Other benefits for 
the beginning farmer are a Personal Property Tax Exemption on farm equipment and machinery 
and reimbursement of an approved finance management course. 

A seven-member Board of Directors is charged with reviewing applications and approving 
applicants in accordance with the Act.  Members representing the board consist of the Director 
of Agriculture, State Tax Commissioner, an academia representative, an agricultural lending 
community representative and an agricultural producer from each of the three Congressional 
Districts. Board members serve a four-year term.  

The Nebraska Department of Agriculture (NDA) featured NextGen participants in an article titled 
“NextGen Beginning Farmer Program: A win-win-win for Nebraska Agriculture”. The article also 
featured past Board of Director Chair, Don Anthony. The article was distributed to industry 
partners and featured on NDA media platforms multiple times.  

Senator Tom Brandt of District 32 introduced LB1103 during the 107th legislature second 
session. LB1103 proposed to change the net worth requirement from $200,000 to $1,000,000 
for beginning farmer applicants; exclude pension, retirement or other types of deferred benefit 
accounts when determining net worth; and remove “tract of land over ten acres” from the 
definition of “farm”.  The Revenue Committee held a hearing on LB1103. Dr. Bradley Lubben, 
Board Chair provided neutral testimony on behalf of the Board of Directors. The bill did not 
advance out of committee.  Senator Brandt also introduced LR400, a resolution to examine 
current policies, effectiveness, and potential changes to the Beginning Farmer Tax Credit Act. 

NDA is a participant in a community of practice group as part of a USDA Agriculture and Food 
Research Initiative grant project, administered by Indiana University and American Farmland 
Trust, to study land access policy incentive programs. The grant is a three-year project and 
quarterly meetings began in 2021. Nebraska was the first state to implement a land access 
incentive program. There are currently five states with land access incentive programs. The 
program administrator for NextGen attends the meetings. The goals of the project are to 
compare and contrast programs; highlight successes, wins and best practices; address 
weaknesses and challenges; and talk shop. A survey of program participants in all five states 
was conducted in spring of 2022. Results of the survey are currently being analyzed.  
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NextGen 
Outreach Activities 

FY 2021 – 2022 
July 1, 2021 – June 30, 2022 

• Nebraska Ag Youth Institute Career Fair, Lincoln – July 15, 2021

• Nebraska Pork Expo, York – July 21, 2021

• Rural Response Council, Lincoln – August 2, 2021

• Governor’s Ag & Economic Development Summit, Kearney – August 3-4, 2021

• Husker Harvest Days, Grand Island – September 14-16, 2021

• Sandhills Cattle Assoc. Convention, Valentine – September 19-21, 2021

• Land Access Policy Incentive Community of Practice virtual meeting – September 29-30, 2021

• Rural Response Council, Lincoln – October 18, 2021

• Southeast Community College Career Fair, Beatrice – October 20, 2021

• Nebraska Farm Bureau Young Farmer Rancher webinar – November 2, 2021

• Ag-Ceptional Women’s Conference, Norfolk – November 19, 2021

• Nebraska Cattlemen’s Convention, Kearney – December 1-3, 2021

• Rural Response Council, Lincoln – December 13, 2021

• Nebraska Farm Bureau Young Farmers & Ranchers Conference, Kearney –
December 29, 2021

• Women in Ag Conference social media – February 23, 2022

• Women in Ag Conference, Kearney – February 24-25, 2022

• Land Access Policy Incentive Community of Practice virtual meeting – February 17, 2022

• Rural Response Council, virtual – April 19, 2022

• Beginning Farmer and Rancher Network Meeting, Lincoln – April 20, 2022

• Land Access Policy Incentive Community of Practice virtual meeting – May 19, 2022

• Sandhills Ranch Expo, Basset – June 15-16, 2022
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